
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
Good morning to all! 
It is a great pleasure to open the fifth newsletter of Department 
of Conservation Biology, Durgapur Government College. This 
newsletter is mainly published to highlight the academic and 
co-curricular activities carried out by the Department as a team 
or as an individual during the first half of the academic year 
2024-2025. Apart from this, a news corner dedicated to the 
wetland biodiversity conservation in India is also a part of this 
endeavour.  
Through this newsletter, ideas and messages regarding wildlife 
conservation and threats will be dealt with and students of this 
course will learn a new approach to conservation and 
protection.  
I wish all the best to the faculty members, research scholars and 
students. 
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The Newsletter of Conservation Biology displays a 

compilation of information on the wildlife, their habitats and 

their conservation status around the globe in the news corner. 

Some information published here are obtained from free and 

publicly available sources such as the internet, newspapers 

and other publications. The publisher of this newsletter does 

not make any claim on the authenticity of the contents of the 

secondary sources of information. The information does not 

necessarily represent any official views of the publisher. 
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The Department of Science and Technology Congress, along with six distinct West Bengal 

universities and institutes spanning Regions 1 to 6, organized the 6th Regional Science & 
Technology Congress in 2024. Durgapur Government College was selected as the host college for 
region 3 Comprising Districts of Birbhum, Hooghly, Paschim Bardhaman and Purba Bardhaman  

on 9th and 10th January, 2024. The participants were given the option to submit a 250-word work 
summary in one of 12 categories. After careful consideration, just 20 papers from each segment 
were chosen to be presented 
at the regional congress. The 
focal theme of this year’s 
congress was “Science and 
Technology in Disaster 
Management”. We welcomed 
all of the judges and delegates 
to the event by registration 
and inauguration which was 
followed by two memorial 
lectures. The special lectures 
were followed by the technical 
sessions. Each session had an 
invited talk by an eminent 
personality in the particular 
field along with two judges to 
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session. At the end of two-days long presentation sessions of all disciplines, three outstanding 
papers from each discipline was selected and awarded in the valedictory session with a memento, 
certificate and a cash price of Rs 5000/- each. Chosen papers also had the chance to represent 
their region in particular categories in the 31st West Bengal State Science & Technology Congress, 

2023-24 Organised by Department of Science and Technology 
and Biotechnology Government (WBDST) of West Bengal. My 
paper was also selected in the discipline of “Environmental 
Sciences including climate change” for presentation in the 
regional congress and also awarded with the outstanding paper 
presentation award. This was a memorable event as I got the 
chance to showcase my work in the State congress that was 
scheduled on 28-29th of February, 2024 at Science City, Kolkata. 
Although my presentation was scheduled for February 29th, I 
reached the venue by February 28th to avoid any potential 
disruptions. Outstation participants were able to use the 
accommodations offered in the Yuba Bharati Krirangan (Annex). 
Therefore, after the 1st day sessions of Day 1 were over, I along 
with other participants who requested for accommodations 
were taken from the venue to the Annex in logistics arranged by 
WBDST. We shared meals and experiences with athletes that 
represent our state and nation in a variety of sports, so it was a 
completely new kind of experience. We had the opportunity to 
engage with a diverse array of like-minded individuals as this 
congress does not have an age restriction on participation. Over 
dinner, they would discuss scientific theories and their paths to 

success in various fields. Like regional congress, here we had an invited talk by Dr. B. B. Jana on 
“Safeguarding food securities and livelihoods of millions by closing the loop in eco-san and 
sustainable waste management”. The session was chaired by Dr Naba Kumar Mondal and Dr 
Biswajit Ruj, two Eminent scientists in the field of Environmental Science. The presentation was 
intense as all the outstanding papers showcased their well-deserved work in the session. We got 
the chance to witness some incredible research being done by scientists in many domains. After a 
small interactive session, all the nodal officers and institutional head of the Regional Science 
Congress were felicitated for their remarkable efforts in making it such a success. Ultimately, three 
exceptional papers from each discipline received cash prizes of Rs 7000/-each, along with a 
certificate and uttario. The 31st West Bengal State Science & Technology Congress, 2023-24 
Organised by Department of Science and Technology and Biotechnology Government of West 
Bengal was summed up with a customary photo session with all of the participants and dignitaries 
to create a memory that would last a lifetime. 
 

- Sanchari Sarkar, Senior Research Fellow 
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Pangolins are one of the most traded animals all over the world. World Pangolin Day is celebrated 
on the third Saturday of February. It is a day to remember and celebrate pangolins, raise 
awareness, and fight against global pangolin capture in Africa and Asia.  

For a social outreach activity, Online Poster and Quiz 
Competitions were jointly organized by the PG department 
of Conservation Biology and Internal Quality Assurance cell 
(IQAC), Durgapur Govt College supported by the West Zoo 
Authority Funded Pangolin Project run jointly by the 
Department of Zoology Post graduate and Undergraduate 
studies, Serampore College and Department of 
Conservation Biology, Durgapur Government College. The 
online vents were held from 15th to 17th February 2024.   

Online quiz was organised on 15th February on the theme 
All about Pangolins where 50 participants participated. 20 
MCQ were posted on QUIZZIZ and four were declared 
winners. 

The poster competition was on Save the Pangolins where 
the department received beautiful and thoughtful posters 

on the theme even from school children. All total 31 posters 
were submitted.  

The event was 
conducted to generate 
awareness among youth 
about the threats, 
pangolin habitats, their 
food habit and many 
such unknown facts 
about the lesser-known 
ant-eater which is now 
endangered in the IUCN 
list of threatened 
species. 

In summary, the overall 
active participation of students, research scholars, faculty 
members along with other participants across the country itself showcase the success of the aim 
with which the event was organized. 
 
 
 
 

AWARENESS ACTIVITIES ON PANGOLIN CONSERVATION 
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PARTICIPATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL SEMINARS 

 Ms Anita Chattoraj, from the Department of Conservation Biology, 
was awarded the “YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARD 2024” for her 
presentation titled “Paleo-evolutionary Saga of Glossopteris Flora in 
the Late Permian Period.” Her research delved into the ancient history 
of plant evolution during this critical geological era. This achievement 
occurred during the 2nd Botanical Congress in 2024, organized by the 
Department of Botany at The University of Burdwan in collaboration 
with the Botanical Society of Bengal. The event took place on 23rd and 

24th March 2024. 
Ms. Anita 
Chattoraj also has 
delivered an Oral 
Presentation in 
Online mode on the topic Palaeo-climatic 
influence on Glossopteris flora in Raniganj 
Coalfield during Late Permian period: A 
multiproxy approach in the International 
Conference on “Climate Change and Natural 
Resources Management for Sustainable 
Development” (ICNS-2024) hosted by the 
School of Earth Sciences & Natural Resources 

Management, Mizoram University, from 13th -15th March, 2024.  
 Mr. Chittaranjan Naskar participated as a 
registered delegate in the agricultural 
seminar titled “Sustainable Agriculture, 
Rural Development and Food Security in 
Economic Crisis: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach.” This seminar was organized by 
the Department of Economics at Visva-
Bharati University in India and took place on 
the 1st and 2nd of March 2024.Mr. Naskar 
presented a paper entitled “Optimizing 
Dragon Fruit Cultivation: A Soil Mix Study for 
Sustainable Agriculture and Rural 
Development in the Southern Sundarban 
Region.” The focus on sustainable practices 
and rural development underscores the 

importance of addressing food security challenges in India. 
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Ms Morali Biswas participated in “International Conference on Innovations in Invasive Aquatic 
Weed Management for Sustainable Development.” The conference, jointly organized by the 

University of Leeds (UK) and Visva-Bharati 
University (India), aimed to address critical 
ecological challenges related to aquatic 
weeds. Morali Biswas presented a paper titled 
“Study on The Applications of Aquatic Weeds 
of Bakreswar Reservoir in The Everyday Lives 
of The Nearby People in Birbhum District, 
West Bengal,” 
Ms Sanchari Sarkar participated and 
presented a paper in International Conference 
on Renewable Energy Technologies and Bio 
Sustainability (ICRETBS 2024).” This significant 

event took place on February 21-23, 2024, at the Mahishadal Raj College in India. Ms 
Sanchari presented a paper tilted as “Spatio-temporal time series prediction of oxides of Nitrogen 
of non-attainment zones of West Bengal, India” in online mode. Mr. Sanghamitra Sanyal also 
presented a paper on “Assessing water quality in the Damodar River: A comprehensive study of 
indices and influencing factors” in the same event.  
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EDUCATIONAL EXCURSION TO CHANDIPUR SEA BEACH AND SIMLIPAL NATOINAL PARK 

 

Similipal, which derives its name 
from ‘Simul’ (Silk Cotton) tree, is a national 
park and a Tiger Reserve situated in the 
northern part of Orissa’s Mayurbhanj district. 
The tiger reserve is spread over 2750 sq km and 
has some beautiful waterfalls like Joranda and 
Barehipani. The park is surrounded by high 
plateaus and hills, the highest peak being the 
twin peaks of Khairiburu and Meghashini 
(1515m above mean sea level). 

A field trip to Chandipur Sea Beach and Simlipal National Park was 
organized by Department of Conservation Biology as part of 
curriculum for both semester II and IV. The trip started on 15th 
January. The journey started at Howrah station with 14 students 
and three faculty members. On Day 1, Chandipur Beach survey was 
carried out, and on the following day sampling of water and soil and 
field practical were carried out. On 17th the team took a jungle safari 
at Simlipal National Park. The trip included various field practical 
such as water and soil sampling, log volume measurement of trees, 
pitfall and light traps, and a market survey with fishermen.  
The field trip to Chandipur Sea Beach and Simlipal National Park 
provided valuable hands-on experience in environmental sampling 
and biodiversity assessment. 

The practical conducted during the trip enhanced the understanding of ecological research 
methods and the importance of conservation efforts. 
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DEPARTMENT’S INITIATIVES FROM JANUARY TO MAY 2024 

The Department of Conservation Biology at Durgapur Government College hosted a series of 
engaging events during the first half of 2024, fostering knowledge exchange, practical skills, and 
awareness related to wildlife conservation and biodiversity. Summarization of the events 
organized by the Department of Conservation Biology at DGC from January to May 2024 are as 
follows: 

1. Topper’s Interaction (02/02/2024): The department hosted an event where students and 
alumni course toppers interacted, discussing conservation topics and sharing insights. 

2. Campus Bird Count (16/02/2024 – 17/02/2024): As part of the Great Backyard Bird Count, 
participants observed and documented bird species on campus. This initiative contributes 
valuable data to bird conservation efforts. 

3. Online Poster Making and Quiz Competition (World Pangolin Day, 17/02/2024): The event 
celebrated World Pangolin Day through creative poster-making and a quiz competition. 
Pangolins are critically endangered, so raising awareness is crucial. 

4. National Seminar on Scientific Content Writing and Research Grant Proposal (28/02/2024): 
This seminar focused on enhancing scientific writing skills and preparing effective research grant 
proposals. 

5. Workshop on R Statistical Software (19/03/2024): Participants learned about using R for data 
analysis, a valuable skill in conservation research. 

6. Online Alumni Lecture Series (01/04/2024, 27/04/2024, and 11/05/2024): Alumni shared 
their experiences and expertise through a series of online lectures. These sessions covered 
diverse conservation and career related topics. 

7. Hands-on Training on Wildlife Identification and Habitat Conservation (09/04/2024): 
Participants engaged in practical activities related to wildlife identification and conservation. A 
valuable opportunity for hands-on learning! 

8. Special Lecture on Wildlife Conservation Issues in North East India (Earth Day 22/04/2024): 
As a celebration of Earth Day, this talk was focused on the unique challenges faced by wildlife in 
North East region, with a case study from Dampa Tiger Reserve. 

9. Seminar on Indian Knowledge System and Ethnomedicine (18/05/2024): Exploring the 
relevance of traditional knowledge systems to modern conservation practices. 

10. National Level Consortium cum Poster Competition (International Day of Biological 
Diversity, 22/05/2024): Celebrating biodiversity and promoting collaboration through a poster 
competition and interaction with leading NGOs.  

In summary, these events reflect the department’s commitment to nurturing a community of 
conservation enthusiasts, bridging scientific knowledge with practical applications, and 
advocating for the protection of our natural heritage. 
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ADD ON COURSE ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: A NEW INITIATIVE 

 An Online Addon 
Course in Research 
Methodology initiated by 
Department of 
Conservation Biology, 
Durgapur Government 
College provided the 
students a 

transformative 
experience. The course 
was started in 7th March 
and ended in 29th April. 
The course was 

meticulously structured, offering comprehensive insights into various research techniques, from 
formulating research questions to designing experiments and analyzing data. 

 
The video lectures, delivered by 
seasoned academics, were clear and 
engaging, making complex concepts 
accessible. Topics covered included 
qualitative and quantitative research 
methods, sampling techniques, data 
collection, and statistical analysis. 
Interactive elements were a  
key feature, with virtual workshops 
and live webinars providing hands-

on experience. Online surveys were conducted, experiments were designed, and statistical 
software were used, ensuring practical application of theoretical knowledge. 

The online platform facilitated rich collaboration 
through discussion forums, group projects, and 
peer reviews. Interacting with participants from 
diverse backgrounds broadened the perspective of 
students on research methodologies. Regular 
feedback from instructors was invaluable, offering 
detailed critiques that helped refine a student’s 
research skills. 
 

In summary, the online addon course in Research Methodology provided a robust understanding 
of research techniques, practical skill application, and valuable networking opportunities, 
significantly enhancing my research capabilities and confidence. 
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The inauguration of the 2nd issue of the 
departmental Wall Magazine of Conservation 
Biology, titled “Wild Tale,” took place on March 
6, 2024, at Nazrul Prekkhagriho of Durgapur 
Government College. 
The event commenced with Dr. Tapajit 
Bhattacharya, the interim Departmental Head, 
extending a warm welcome to all attendees. Dr. 
Sandip Majumder, a respected faculty member, 
officially inaugurated the magazine. The central 
theme of this issue was the fascinating world of 
endangered and endemic plants in India—a 
topic of immense significance for conservation 

efforts. 
The spotlight then shifted 
to the student 
contributors. Three 
talented semester one 
students—Sneha Nandi, 
Rima Mondal, and Neha 
Dey—were recognized 
and applauded for their 
dedicated efforts in 
shaping the content of 
“Wild Tale.” Their 
contributions enriched 
the magazine with 
valuable insights and 
research findings related 
to India’s unique plant 
species. 

Dr. Rajib Biswas, equipped with a camera, meticulously documented the entire event. Through 
his lens, he captured the enthusiasm, scholarly discussions, and camaraderie that characterized 
the gathering. The photographs serve as a visual testament to the college’s commitment to 
biodiversity conservation and scientific exploration. 
In summary, the inauguration celebrated not only the magazine itself but also the collaborative 
spirit of the academic community. By shedding light on endangered and endemic plants, “Wild 
Tale” encourages readers to appreciate the ecological treasures within our nation.  

WILD TALE: WALL MAGAZINE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
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News Corner  

 

As of January 31, 2024, India proudly boasts a total of 80 Ramsar Wetlands, solidifying its position 
as the country with the highest number of wetlands in South Asia. This achievement was 
bolstered by the addition of five new sites, including the Karaivetti Bird Sanctuary and Longwood 
Shola Reserve Forest in Tamil Nadu, along with the Magadi Kere Conservation Reserve, 
Ankasamudra Bird Conservation Reserve, and Aghanashini Estuary in Karnataka. These 
designations signify India's unwavering commitment to preserving its invaluable wetland 
ecosystems. 
Earlier, on August 14, 2021, India celebrated the recognition of four additional wetlands as 
Ramsar sites by the Ramsar Secretariat. Notably, Haryana gained two new Ramsar sites, while 
Gujarat expanded its count by three, following the initial designation of Nalsarovar in 2012. 
Photographs from the Government website of https://pib.gov.in/ 
To know further about this news follow this link given below  
https://pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?NoteId=151805&ModuleId=3 
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https://pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?NoteId=151805&ModuleId=3
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 The theme of the next issue (December 2024) of Newsletter of Conservation Biology will be “Conservation 
of Birds in Indian Forests”. Contributions may please be submitted to Dr. Moitreyee Chakrabarty, 
Assistant Professor and Head, PG Department of Conservation Biology at Durgapur Government College, 
Durgapur (hodconb.dgc@gmail.com) by 1 November 2024. 
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